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Sources on Captains and Shipmasters: A Selective Bibliography

Albion, Robert Greenhalgh.  Square-Riggers on schedule:  The New York Sailing Packets to England, France and the Cotton Ports. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1938.  REF VM25.N5A4.  

Information on sailing ships and captains with the home port of New York. 

American Bureau of Shipping.  Register of Approved Shipmasters and Officers of Merchant Vessels Holding Commissions From the American Shipmasters’ Association.  RARE HE564.A3A5.  

Library has 1866.

Blue Book of American Shipping.  Cleveland, OH:  Marine Review Pub Co., 1896-.  HE565.U5B6.  

Lists captains for Great Lakes Vessels for years 1899-1906, 1908-1909, 1911-1912; captains for coasts and western rivers 1899 only; captains for British Columbia 1903-1906; members of American Association of Masters Mates & Pilots 1908-1912

Bradlee, Francis B C., Comp.   Marblehead’s Foreign Commerce, 1789-1850.  Compiled from the Marblehead Custom house Records.  Salem, MA: Essex Institute, 1929. HE565.U6B7.  

No list of Captains, but names are included in the index to the book.

Carey, T.  The History of the Pirates:  Containing the Lives of Those Noted Pirate Captains, Misson, Bowen, Kidd, Tew, Halsey, White, Condent, Bellamy, Fly, Howard, Lewis, Cornelius, Williams, Burgess, North, and Their Several Crews:  to Which is Added, a Correct Account of the Late Piracies Committed in the West Indies and the Expedition of Com. Porter.  Haverhill, MA: T.   Carey, 1825.  RARE F2161.H67 1825.  

Pirate captains listed in the title.

Colby, Barnard Ledward. New London Whaling Captains.  Westerly, RI:  Utter Co., printers, 1936.  G545.5.C68.  

Contains biographies of 21 captains.

Colby, Bernard Ledward.  For Oil and Buggy Whips:  Whaling Captains of New London County, Connecticut.  Mystic, CT:  Mystic Seaport Museum, 1990.  SH383.2.C6.  

Also includes Stonington, Connecticut.  Has an index of captains.

Collier, Edmund Pomeroy.  Cohasset’s Deep Sea Captains.  Boston:  Stanhope Press, 1915.  F74.C7C6.  

Source is not indexed, but is short and contains biographies.

Cranwell, John Philips. Check List of Privateers and Their Masters Sailing from Baltimore, war of 1812.  Baltimore: [s.n.], typescript, 1937.  E360.C881. 

Copy from original manuscript.  Simple list, quick search.

Dixon, Ruth, Comp.  Index to Seamen’s Protection Certificate Applications:  Port of Philadelphia / Compiled by Ruth Priest Dixon and Katherine George Eberly.  Baltimore, MD : Clearfield, 1995.  From Record Group 36, Records of the Bureau of Customs, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC.  REF HD8039.S42U6173 1995.  

Lists names of seamen (not vessels), year of application, age, state of birth.

Dixon, Ruth, Comp.  Index to Seamen’s Protection Certificate Applications and Proofs of Citizenship:  Ports of New Orleans, Louisiana 1808-1821, 1851-1857, New Haven, Connecticut, 1801-1843, Bath Maine, 1833-1868.    Baltimore, MD: Clearfield, 1998.  From Record Group 36, Records of the Bureau of Customs, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC.  REF HD8039.S42U61727 1998.  

Lists names of seamen (not vessels), year of application, age, State of birth.

Druett, Joan.  She Captains:  Heroines and Hellions of the Sea.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, c2000.  D27.D78 2000.  

Source has an index.

Essex Institute.  Ship Registers of the District of Gloucester, Massachusetts, 1789-1875:  Compiled from the Gloucester Customs House Records, Now on Deposit at the Essex Institute…Salem, MA:  Essex Institute, 1944.  HE565.U6E6. 

No list of Captains, but names are included in the index.

Essex Institute.  Ship Registers of the District of Newburyport, Massachusetts, 1789-1870:  Compiled from the Newburyport Customs House Records, Now on Deposit at the Essex Institute…Salem, MA:  Essex Institute, 1937.  HE565.U6E7. 

No list of Captains, but names are included in the index.

Federal Writers’ Project of the Works Progress Administration of Massachusetts, Comp.  Whaling Masters Voyages 1721-1925.  New Bedford, MA:  Old Dartmouth Historical Society 1938.  G545.F28.  

Lists captains and their vessels 1721-1925.

Gragg, Larry D.  Shipmasters in Early Barbados.  Article in Mariner’s Mirror V.77 no.2, May 1991, p. 105-111.  PER VM452.M37.  

Lists 49 captains from the 1600s.  

Hardy, Charles.  A Register of Ships Employed in the Service of the …East India Co. …  London: Parbury, Allen and Co. 1835. RARE HF486.E2H3.  

In two volumes:  The first volume was published in 1811 and contains Commanders from 1760-1810.  The second volume was published in 1835, covers vessels from 1760-1833, but lists names of captains from 1813-1833.

Harris, Charles Edward, Comp.  Hyannis Sea Captains.  Yarmouth Port, MA:  Register Press, 1939.  F74.H9H3.  

Has an index.

Hitchings, A Frank, Comp.  Ship Registers of the District of Salem and Beverly, Massachusetts, 1789-1900…  Salem, MA: Essex Institute, 1906.  HE565.U6H6.  

This source lists vessels and mentions masters, but they are not indexed.

Howay, Frederic William.  A List of Trading Vessels in the Maritime Fur Trade, 1785-1825.  Kingston, Ont:  Limestone Press, 1973.  HE565.U75H6.  

No list of captains, but names are included in the index.

International Ship Masters’ Association of the Great Lakes.  Ship Masters’ Association Directory.   Chicago:  Association.  HE564.A1I6.  

Library has 1901, 1916, 1925, 1936, 1947, 1961.

Jackson, Robert M.  The Ships’ Locator:  a Reference to over 2,000 Ships, Schooners, and Other Vessels of Nineteenth-Century New England and Atlantic Seaboard: With a Separate Index to More Than a Thousand Vessel Masters.  Salem, MA:  Higginson Book Co., c1998.  REF  HE565.U7J33 1998.  

This source has a 30 page index to 19th Century masters.

Jean, John.  Jersey Sailing Ships.  Chichester, England: Phillimore, 1982.  VM64.J4J43 1982.   

Includes ship captains for Channel Islands, Jersey, U.K for 1800s and earlier.

Jones, A G E.  Ships Employed in the South Seas Trade, 1775-1861 (parts I and II) and Registrar General of Shipping and Seaman: Transcripts of Registers of Shipping, 1787-1862 (part III).  Canberra: Roebuck Society, 1986.  HE565.G7J66 1986.  

Has an index of masters.

Kirk, Allan Alexander.  Ships and Sailormen:  A Collection of Pen Portraits of Some Australasian Shipmasters and Others Whose Lives Have Been Dedicated to the Sea.  Wellington: A H and A W Reed, 1964,  DU422.A2K5.  

Contains index of “People and Illustrations”.

Kittredge, Henry Crocker. Shipmasters of Cape Cod. Boston; New York:  Houghton Mifflin Co 1965.  F72.C3K7.  

Has an index.

Lloyd’s Register of British and Foreign Shipping.  London: Cox and Wyman, printers.  REF HE565.A3L7.  

For the years 1846 through 1852, this annual source contains a supplement listing masters and mates.

McManemin, John A.  Captains of the Continental Navy.  Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ: Ho-Ho-Kus Pub Co, 1981.  E271.M45.  

Captains are listed in the table of contents.

McManemin, John A.  Captains of the Privateers During the Revolutionary War.  Spring Lake, NJ: Ho-Ho-Kus Pub Co, 1985.  VA55.M167.  

Captains are listed in the table of contents.

McManemin, John A.  Captains of the State Navies  During the Revolutionary War.   Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ: Ho-Ho-Kus Pub Co, 1984.  E271.M453.  

Captains are listed in the table of contents.

McManemin, John A.  Sea Raiders  of the Confederate States of America.  Spring Lake, NJ: Ho-Ho-Kus Pub Co, 1996.  E467.M36 1996.  

Captains are listed in the table of contents.

Marblehead Historical Society.  Old Marblehead Sea Captains and the Ships in which They Sailed.  Marblehead, MA, 1915.  F74.M3 M3.  

Alphabetical book of captains, some with biographies.

Mathews, Frederick C.  American Merchant Ships, 1850-1900.  Salem, MA: Marine Research Society, 1930-31.  VM23.M3    

Contains 48 captain’s portraits listed in table of contents.

Miller, Helen Hill.  Captains from Devon:  the Great Elizabethan Seafarers Who Won the Oceasn for England.  Chapel Hill, NC:  Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 1985.  DA86.M55.  

Source has an index.

National Archives Project.  Alphabetical List of Ship Registers, District of Barnstable, Massachusetts, 1814-1913…  Boston, MA, 1938.  REF HE565.U6N3. 

Contains masters and owners, included in index. 

National Archives Project.  Ship Registers and Enrollments of Machias, Maine, 1780-1930… Rockland, ME, 1942.  REF HE565.U6N39.  

Contains masters and owners.  This source is in two parts, indexed in Part II.

National Archives Project.  Ship Registers and Enrollments of Saco, Maine, 1791-1915.  Rockland, ME, 1942.  REF HE565.U6N38.  

Contains masters and owners, included in index.

Paine, Ralph Delahaye. The Ships and Sailors of Old Salem.  Boston, Charles E Lauriat Co, 1927.  F74.S1P2 1927.  

Covers late 1600s through mid 1800s  Includes privateers in the Revolution and the War of 1812 and some early pirates.

Peabody Museum of Salem.  Portraits of Shipmasters and Merchants in the Peabody Museum of Salem…  Salem: Peabody Museum, 1939.  N7593.P35.  

Lists 175 portraits of Captains and gives biography for each.

Searsport Sea Captains:  a Collection of Photographs With Brief Biographical Sketches, Including the Ships They Commanded.  Searsport, ME: Penobscot Marine Museum, 1960.  F29.S3B6. 

Alphabetical biographies, 1800s to mid 1900s.  

Ships and Shipmasters of Old Providence:  a Brief Account of Some of the Famous Merchants, Sea Captains and Ships of the Past…  Providence, RI:  Printed for the Providence Institution for Savings, 1919.  HE767.P9P9.  

Covers 1700s and early 1800s, but not indexed and not many captains are included.

Semmes, Raphael.  Captains and Mariners of Early Maryland.   Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1937.  F184.S45.  

Has an index.

Some Ships of the Clipper Ship Era:  their Builders, Owners, and Captains…  Boston,  MA:  Printed for the State Street Trust Co., 1913.  HG4356.B6S7.  

Consists of 30 envelopes, but only # 30 lists pilots: 24 listed and 4 featured.

Sprague, Frank William.  Barnstable and Yarmouth:  Sea Captains and Ship Owners.  Boston, MA:  T R Marvin, 1913.  F74.B2S7.  

Diary style, not indexed.  Covers mid-1800s.

Starbuck, Alexander.  History of the American Whale Fishery…  New York:  Argosy-Antiquarian, 1964.   G545.S79.  

Covers years 1789-1876. Includes captains of American whalers  and is indexed.

Stevens, Thomas A.  Connecticut River Master Mariners:  a Brief Record of Some of the Blue Water Shipmasters of the Connecticut River.  Essex, CT:  Connecticut River Foundation at Steamboat Dock, 1979.  F12.C7S844.  

Contains alphabetical biographies of captains from the late 1700s through the 1800s.  Good source.

Sullivan, J H, Comp.  Searsport Ships and Captain’s.  Mimeographed, 1927.  F29.S3S8 O.  

Lists captains of ships and steamers – only 2 typed pages. 

Survey of Federal Archives .  Ship Registers and Enrollments of Boston and Charlestown…  Boston, MA:  National Archives Project, 1942.  

REF HE565.U6N34.  

Volume I covers 1789 – 1795.  Library has Volume I only.  Source includes captains and owners.

Survey of Federal Archives in Louisiana.  Ship Registers and Enrollments of New Orleans, Louisiana…  University, LA:  Louisiana State University, 1941.  

REF HE565.U73N3.  

Six volumes cover 1804-1870; all indexed for captains and owners.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers and Enrollments of Newport, Rhode Island, 1790-1939.  Providence, RI:  National Archives Project,1938-1941.  REF HE565.U6N35.  

Captains and owners included in index.  Title page says “Volume I”; this is the only volume we have.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers and Enrollments of Providence, Rhode Island, 1773-1939.  Providence, National Archives Project, 1941.  

REF HE565.U6N36.  

This source is in two volumes.  The index in Volume I includes captains and owners.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers and Enrollments , Port of Eureka, California, 1859-1920.  San Francisco, CA, 1941.  REF HE565.U75N32.

Captains and owners included in index.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers and Enrollments:  Port of Marshfield, Oregon, 1873-1941.  Portland: 1942.  REF HE565.U75N31.  

Captains and owners included in index.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers and Enrollments:  Port of Portland, Oregon, 1869-1941.  Portland, OR: National Archives Project, 1942.  

REF HE565.U75N3.  

Captains and owners included in index.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers and Enrollments, Slip Licenses Issued to Vessels Under Twenty Tons…Port of Bristol-Warren, Rhode Island, 1773-1939.  Providence, RI: National Archives Project, 1941.  REF HE565.U6N37.

Captains and owners included in index.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers of Deghton-Fall River, Massachusetts, 1789-1938.  Boston, MA:  National Archives Project, 1939.  

REF HE565.U6 N32.  

Captains and owners included in index.

Survey of Federal Archives.  Ship Registers of New Bedford, Masachusetts.  Boston, MA:  National Archives Project, 1940.  REF HE565.U6N33.  

Covers years 1796-1939 in three volumes:  Vol. I:  1796-1850; Vol. II:  1851-1865;  Vol. III:  1866-1939.   Each volume is indexed for captains and owners.

Survey of Federal Archive.  Ship Registers of the District of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 1789-1908.  Boston, MA:  National Archives Project, 1939.  

REF HE565.U6 N31.  

Part I and Part II bound together in one volume.  Captains and owners included in index.

Trow, Charles Edward.  The Old Shipmasters of Salem:  With Mention of Eminent Merchants.  New York; London:  G P Putnam’s Sons, 1905.  F74.S1T8.

Chapters on various captains are listed in the table of contents.  There is no index.

Virginia Norfolk-Borough Register, Jan. 1st, 1791 to July 18th, 1810.  [1937].  F234.N8V7 O.  

Register is mostly for 1791 and 1792 and not indexed.  It mentions, but does not list, ships’ manes and captains.  This is a slow search, but has some rare information.

Whipple, A.B.C.  Tall Ships and Great Captains:  a Narrative of Famous Sailing Ships…  New York: Harper, 1960.  VM15.W58.  

Narrative not reference style.

Web Sites:

Http://www.mysticseaport.org

This site has indexed captains from selected Record of American and Foreign Shipping editions.  Follow the links: Research; Online Experiences; Library Digital Initiative; Ship and Yacht Registers.  Select a register and choose “Shipmasters”. Indexing of “Shipmasters” is in progress.

http://www.mun.ca/mha/index.php
Select Index to Newfoundland Captains 1820-1889.  This site lists captains, their vessels and registration numbers.
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