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Monitor (Ironclad : 1862)

Monitor (Ironclad : 1862) refers to the first warship
constructed for the United States Navy almost completely
of iron, with a unique steam engine, 4-bladed propeller and
rotating gun turret. The vessel was designed by John
Ericsson. She was launched in January, 1862. The USS
Monitor saw its first action on March 9, 1862, in a 4-hour
long battle at Hampton Roads, Virginia, with the
Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia (see the subject guide to
the Battle of Hampton Roads). Under tow by the steamship
Rhode Island en route to Wilmington, N.C., Monitor
foundered in a gale on Dec. 31, 1862. The discovery of
Monitor’s wreck 16.1 miles off the coast of Cape Hatteras,
North Carolina in 1973, has initiated a period of intense
study and recovery of select artifacts by NOAA and other
organizations and private divers. (Source:
http://monitor.noaa.gov/about/history.html and “The
Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships”

http://www. history.navy.mil/danfs/m13/monitor-i.htm)
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